
www.warsawtour.pl

The fabulous story
of Warsaw Mermaid











The Mermaid has been the badge of 
Warsaw for a long time, but she didn’t 
always look as she does today. The old-

est images come from the 14th century 
city’s seal, where she was presented as
a winged man with a birdlike tail and two paws. On some 
ancient drawings one can also see that her belly was cov-
ered with scales. Later, the Mermaid was shown as a woman 

with dragon’s wings and fl ippers instead of legs. Then she looked more like
a dragon than a curvy half-woman, half-fi sh! She only changed into a beau-
tiful girl in the 18th century, and she got her current appearance (in times 
of your grandparents). Today she is painted on a red background, carrying 

a sword and a shield. Look around carefully, as Mermaids can be 
spotted all over Warsaw: on the walls, street lanterns, stained 

glass windows and sign boards.

From a dragon to a mermaid −
The Warsaw badge’s history
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Find 10 differences







Help Mermaid to find a shield and sword



Make a paper boat



Learn more about
the Vistula

  hoals look like sandy islands and can be spotted when the wa-
ter level is low. These islands can sometimes move! Grass and 
even trees grow there. In such a case a shoal becomes a holm 
– a very typical part of our river landscape!

   sually it is difi cult to see wild animals in big cities, but in Warsaw it is possible! 
The riverside is a home to many mammals: otters, beavers, hedgehogs, muskrats 
and martens. One can even come across roe deers, boars and elks! 

  hoals look like sandy islands and can be spotted when the wa-

Learn more about
the Vistula

The      istula is a clean river and therefore a home to many species 
of fi sh.

 n summer, one can meet anglers who sometimes catch really big 
fi shes! Among them are catfi sh,  zanders, asps and even burbots. 

   nd these are the features which make 
the Vistula so special!

  ots of birds also live here. The thicket growing along the banks is an ideal place for seagulls, 
terns, kingfi shers, woodpeckers, swans and herons. 

   he riverside fl ora is very rich and diverse. Many rare species of grass, fl owers 
and trees grow here and make up dense riparian forests on the river banks. 
Sometimes they look like a real jungle and form an impassable thicket. 

  ots of birds also live here. The thicket growing along the banks is an ideal place for seagulls, 
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MULTIMEDIA FOUNTAIN PARK
During the whole summer it is an attraction for both Varsovi-
ans and tourists. On Fridays and Saturdays just after dusk you 
will experience an exceptional show „water, light and sound”: 
lasers, colourful lights, music and animations form a breath-
taking spectacle. On hot summer days you will even be able to 
play and bathe in a special water playground „Pluskowisko”.
More: www.estrada.com.pl

NATIONAL STADIUM
Resembling a gigantic red and white 
basket, it is where important foot-
ball matches, concerts and other big 
events take place. On the guided 
tour, you’ll be able to gain access to 
the exclusive areas where only the 
players are usually allowed.
More: www.pgenarodowy.pl

VISTULA BOULEVARDS
An ideal place for a gentle stroll and a break after 
touring the city all day. It runs all the way between 
the Poniatowski and Śląsko-Dąbrowski bridges. 
There is a viewpoint here and soon many cafes 
and restaurants will open.

COPERNICUS SCIENCE CENTRE 
A real paradise for explorers. Here you will 
conduct your own experiments or experi-
ence what Neil Armstrong felt like making 
his fi rst step on  the Moon. It is also possi-
ble to go on a journey into Space thanks to 
the „Copernicus Sky” planetarium. It is also 
worth seeing the Discoverers’ Park – full 
of attractions and sound installations. On 
summer evenings, the garden changes into 
an open-air cinema. You can also climb up 
to the rooftop for a breathtaking view of 
Warsaw. More: www.kopernik.org.pl

The Vistula is cool



WATER TRAM – A trip on a tram is a unique way to see 
Warsaw from a different perspective and to take a closer 
look to the Vistula. The tram runs between Gdański and 
Łazienkowski Bridges from May until the end of August. 
Tickets can be bought onboard. More: www.ztm.waw.pl

KAYAKS – A perfect way to get to know the Vistula better 
and a great idea for those who like challenges and direct con-
tact with nature. Vistula is a lovely and interesting river. Don’t 
forget to take binoculars and you will no doubt be able to see 
rare birds. There are a couple of rent-a-kayak spots along the 
river, or you can go on an organized trip with a guide.

The Vistula is cool

FERRIES – In the holiday season it’s the best 
way to get to the beaches on the right bank. There 
are four ferries in Warsaw: Podzamcze Fontanny 
– Zoo, Most Poniatowskiego – Stadion Nrodowy, 
Cypel Czerniakowski – Saska Kępa and Łomianki-
Nowodwory. The cruise is free of charge and you can 
take your bike on board. More: www.ztm.waw.pl

BEACHES – Warsaw boasts several real sandy beaches. They 
are perfect places for a family picnic on summer days or a lazy 
afternoon on a sunbed. On the Poniatówka beach you can also 
play volleyball and use the playground. Bars await hungry visitors; 
in the evenings they change into cultural scenes with music and 
other interesting shows.

The Vistula is cool



Do you know that...?

In Warsaw there are nine bridges over 
the Vistula: eight for cars, bicycles and 

pedestrians and one for 
trains. 

There are two river ports in Warsaw – 
Czerniakowski and Praski. Barges, catamarans 
and police boats are moored there.

Recently traditional 
boats have appeared 
again on the river. 
They are moved by 
means of a long rod 
used to push them 
off the bottom  - that 
is where their name 
pychówki comes from  
– but they also have 

a sail. 

The Vistula is the longest river in Poland. It begins at Barania Mountain in Silesian Beskid 
and runs into the Baltic Sea.

The river’s depth depends on weather and season. Sometimes water reaches as high as 
human’s knees, sometimes it is so deep that it could cover the whole house!

Fat Kate – this is a green tower which stands in 
the river and serves as a well and water pump. 
The special ship which goes around it is called 
Skinny Adalbert and its role is to loosen the 
river bottom.

the Vistula: eight for cars, bicycles and 



Find the places where the these Mermaids are and get a stamp at Warsaw Tourist 
Information point at 19/21/21a Old Town Market Square. 
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Find Mermaid in Warsaw
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