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  The Royal Castle in Warsaw – Museum

	 	Royal	Łazienki	Museum	in	Warsaw

  Museum of King Jan III’s Palace at Wilanów

  The National Museum in Warsaw

	 	The	Fryderyk	Chopin	Museum	in	Warsaw

  The Warsaw Rising Museum

  POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews

  The Museum of Warsaw

	 	The	State	Ethnographic	Museum	in	Warsaw

	 	Centre	for	Contemporary	Art	Ujazdowski	Castle

	 	Zachęta	the	National	Gallery	of	Art

  Neon Museum

	 	PGE	NARODOWY	The	National	Stadium

	 	Museum	of	Sports	and	Tourism	in	Warsaw

	 	The	Museum	of	Legia	Warszawa

	 	Copernicus	Science	Centre

 Bus	stop												Tram	stop													Underground

WarsawPass – free admission to Warsaw TOP 
attractions. Can be bought in Warsaw Tourist 
Information	points,	selected	museums	and	online.
Details:	www.warsawpass.com



pl.	Zamkowy	4,	tel.	22	35	55	170,	www.zamek-krolewski.pl

HOW	TO	GET	THERE:	 	Plac	Zamkowy:	116,	178,	180,	222,	503	 	Stare	Miasto:	160,	190,		
527	 	Stare	Miasto:	4,	13,	20,	23,	26
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1 The Royal Castle in Warsaw – Museum

Originally,	the	Royal	Castle	was	the	seat	
of	 the	Princes	of	Mazovia.	 Later,	 it	was	
the	 residence	 of	 kings	 and	 since	 the	
16th	 century,	 seat	of	 the	authorities	of	
the Polish State. The Constitution of 
May	 3rd	 was	 enacted,	 which	 was	 the	
first	document	of	its	kind	in	Europe	and	
the second in the entire world. Rebuilt 
from	 time	 to	 time,	 the	 Castle	 reached	
greatness during the reign of King 
Stanisław	August.

During	 World	 War	 Two	 the	 Castle	
was	 completely	 destroyed:	 first	 it	 was	
bombed	 in	 1939	 and	 then	 blown	 up	 in	
1944.	 Luckily,	 many	 of	 its	 rich	 interiors	
and	 decorations	 were	 saved,	 thanks	 to	
the	 unprecedented	 work	 of	 Professor	
Stanisław	Lorentz	and	his	colleagues.

It was meticulously reconstructed in the 
1970s	and	1980s	with	the	contributions	
of the entire Polish nation.

The reconstructed Castle and the Old 
Town are now listed as a UNESCO 
World Heritage site.

Perhaps	the	rebuilding	of	the	Castle	and	
the	 Old	 Town	 wouldn't	 have	 been	 so	
easy without paintings by Canaletto, 
which	 served	 as	 architectural	 sketches.	
Today these are exhibited in the castle 
interiors.



The Senators' Chamber	is	a	place	where	the	Constitution	of	
May	3rd	was	enacted.	The	document	itself	was	the	first	writ-
ten	constitution	in	Europe	that	regulated	the	State	structure.	
In the hall one can still see the original royal throne as well 
as	its	canopy	and	seat	decorations.	The Great Assembly Hall 
and the Knights' Hall are also worth seeing.

The	 Castle	 looks	 totally	 different	 when	 seen	 from	 the	 Vistula	 side,	 mainly	
because	 of	 the	 Kubicki	 Arcades,	 which	 give	 the	 building	 an	 elegant	 charm.	
Concerts,	exhibitions	and	other	cultural	events	often	take	place	in	the	Arcades.

Don't miss!

Masterpieces	by	Rembrandt	from	
the	 Stanisław	 August	 collection:	
"Girl	 in	 a	 Picture	 Frame"	 and	
"Scholar at his Writing Table". 
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The summer residence of the last King 
of Poland is one of the most beautiful 
palace-garden	complexes	in	Europe.	The	
name	 "Łazienki"	 means	 "baths"	 as	 king	
Stanisław	 August	 decided	 to	 transform	
an	existing	bathing	pavilion	 into	one	of	
his residences. Łazienki are all about 
Stanisław	August,	who	reigned	between	
1764	 and	 1795,	 and	 was	 the	 king	 with	
excellent	 taste,	 a	 decent	 education	 and	
knowledge	 of	 art,	 which	 he	 owed	 to	
his	 numerous	 journeys	 across	 Europe.	
Stanisław	 August	 frequently	 invited	
poets,	artists	and	scientists	for	so-called	
Thursday	 dinners,	 during	 which	 the	
cream	of	society	enjoyed	long	discussions	
on	art,	literature	and	current	events.

The Palace on the Isle	 ranks	among	the	
greatest	architectural	achievements	of	the	
King	Stanisław's	style,	which	 is	a	mixture	
of	 classicism	 and	 baroque.	 Today,	 the	
Palace is a museum where one can admire 
some	paintings	from	the	King's	collection.	

Royal Łazienki Museum in Warsaw
The	Summer	Residence	of	King	Stanisław	August

ul.	Agrykola	1,	tel.	22	50	60	024,	www.lazienki-krolewskie.pl

HOW	TO	GET	THERE:	 	Łazienki	Królewskie:	116,	166,	180

Palace on the Isle owes its name to
a	unique	location.	It	stands	in	the	middle	
of	a	pond.



The	 Royal	 Łazienki	 is	 also	 a	 favourite	
place	for	leisurely	walks	and	family	strolls. 
A	 huge	 park	 (76	 hectares)	 is	 composed	
of	 different	 gardens:	 the	 Royal	 Garden,	
the	Belvedere	Garden	and	the	Modernist	
Garden.	One	of	the	newcomers	is 
the Chinese Garden.

Don't miss!

Open-air	 concerts	 are	 held	 at	 the	 feet	
of	 the	 monument	 to	 Fryderyk	 Chopin	
every	Sunday	from	May	till	September	at	
noon	and	4	pm.	The	concerts	welcome	
outstanding	 pianists	 from	 all	 over	 the	
world	 and	 are	 free	 of	 charge.	 All	 you	
need to do is sit on the grass and listen 
to the wonderful music.

The Old Orangery was originally constructed as a building where exotic trees were 
kept	in	winter.	Today,	the	Royal	Theatre	is	located	there,	as	well	as	the	royal	collection	
of	sculpture,	which	is	the	largest	collection	of	this	kind	in	Poland.

Meeting animals
While	walking	around	Łazienki	Park	one	can	spot	squirrels,	
ducks,	swans,	peacocks,	hedgehogs	and	even	roe	deer.
They	are	usually	not	afraid	of	people	and	eager	to	be	fed,
yet	it	is	better	to	be	careful	while	giving	them	food.



ul.	Stanisława	Kostki	Potockiego	10/16,	tel.	22	54	42	700,	www.wilanow-palac.pl

HOW	TO	GET	THERE:	 	Wilanów:	116,	139,	180,	519,	E-2

Museum of 
King Jan III’s Palace at Wilanów

One	of	the	most	precious	gems	of	Polish	
baroque	 style,	 the Wilanów Palace 
was	built	for	King	Jan	III	Sobieski	at	the	
end	 of	 the	 17th	 century,	 but	 its	 shape	
changed	 several	 times.	 The	 residence	at	
the	 outskirts	 of	 Warsaw	 gave	 the	 King	
a	 retreat,	 but	 it	 was	 still	 close	 enough	
to the Royal Castle and the Houses of 
Parliament,	 so	 that	 the	 monarch	 could	
keep	an	eye	on	current	affairs.	Apart	from	
the	palace,	the	Wilanów	complex	is	made	
of	 two-level	 garden	 with	 sculptures,	
fountains	and	pavilions.	An	ideal	place	to	
take	a	city	break.
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Don't miss!

On	 the	 facade	 of	 the	 palace	 there	 is 
a	unique	sundial,	designed	around	1684	
by	 mathematician	 and	 librarian	 Adam	
Adamandy	Kochański.	It	is	also	said	that	
the construction of the structure and 
mechanism	of	the	clock	was	supervised	
by the famous astronomer Johannes 
Hevelius.

Jan III Sobieski was King of Poland 
(or,	 to	 be	 precise,	 the	 Polish-Lithuanian	
Commonwealth)	 from	1674.	He	became	
famous	after	the	Battle	of	Vienna	in	1683,	
which	caused	the	Turks	to	turn	back	and	
leave	 Europe.	 The	 battle	 is	 today	 con-
sidered	as	one	of	the	most	important	in	
history and the King earned himself the 
nickname	Lion	of	Lechistan.

The	king	left	an	image	of	an	ancient	ruler	
– not only an excellent strategist but also 
a	sovereign	with	a	broad	mind,	a	patron	
of arts and sciences.

The Wilanów museum is the oldest art museum in Poland. 
It	was	founded	in	1805	by	the	owners	of	the	Palace	at	that	
time,	Aleksandra	Potocka	and	Stanisław	Kostka	Potocki.

Today,	one	can	admire	the	exhibits	from	all	over	the	world	
–	 from	 ancient	 Rome,	 through	 17th	 century	 Japan	 to	
French	masters.	 The	 collection	 is	 composed	 of	 ancient	
vases,	pictures	by	Cranach,	Rubens	and	David,	still	lifes,	
porcelain	and	other	extraordinary	objects.	

The	objects	particularly	worth	seeing	are:	the	Chinese	Cab-
inet,	decorated	with	lacquer,	the	dressing	table	of	Queen	
Maria	Kazimiera	and	a	unique	collection	of	bisque	pottery	
and	stoneware	ceramics,	in	particular	the tea vessel.
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This	is	one	of	the	oldest,	and	at	the	same	time	most	modern	museums	of	art	in	Poland.	
Its	collections	are	huge:	currently	they	are	composed	of	over	800	thousand	 items,	
which	are	masterpieces	of	Polish	and	foreign	art.	They	come	from	all	 the	periods,	
from	the	antiquity	 to	modern	 times.	Among	them	there	are	paintings,	 sculptures,	
drawings,	photographs,	applied	arts	and	numismatics.

The Faras Gallery	 is	 the	 only	 exhibition	 in	 Europe	 presenting	 Nubian	 art	 from	
the	 Christian	 period.	 These	 unique	 exhibits	 are	 now	 in	 Polish	 collections	 thanks 
to	archaeologists	who	took	part	in	an	international	initiative	of	preserving	the	remnants 
of	ancient	cultures	of	the	Nile	Valley,	held	under 
the	supervision	of	UNESCO.	Today,	the	Museum 
is	proud	 to	have	67	Nubian	paintings	as	well	
as	 other	 Faras	 masterpieces,	 which	 form	 the	
largest	 and	 the	 most	 valuable	 collection	 of	
archaeological	 artefacts	 from	 excavation	
sites	 abroad	 acquired	by	 a	 Polish	museum	 to	
date.	 Among	 them,	 one	 can	 see	 for	 example 
a	beautiful	painting	of	St. Anne,	 which	is	one	
of	the	most	famous	Faras	paintings.	The	open-
ing of the gallery was held under the honorary 
patronage	of	UNESCO.

The National Museum in Warsaw

The museum is located in a modernist building in the centre of Warsaw.

al.	Jerozolimskie	3,	tel.	22	629	30	93,	www.mnw.art.pl

HOW	TO	GET	THERE:	 	Muzeum	Narodowe:	111,	117,	158,	507,	517,	521
	Muzeum	Narodowe:	7,	9,	22,	24,	25



Don't miss!

A	special	place	in	the	Museum	belongs	to	works	that	
had	 been	 stolen	 during	World	War	 Two.	 Thanks	 to	
common	efforts,	many	of	them	have	been	recovered	
and	brought	back	to	the	Gallery	of	19th	Century	Art,	
for	 example	 "Jewess	 with	 Oranges"	 by	 Aleksander	
Gierymski.

Beautiful Madonna from Wrocław is one of the greatest 
examples	of	 international	beauty	style	 in	sculpture.	 It	 rep-
resents	a	gracious	Virgin	Mary	dressed	in	a	coat,	in	a	pose	
of a letter "S".

The Polish Crown Jewels are 
also one of the Museum's at-
tractions.	The	crown,	the	orb	
and	 the	 sceptre	 are	 the	only	
preserved	set	from	the	times	
of	the	Polish-Lithuanian	Com-
monwealth.

"The Battle of Grunwald" by Jan Matejko	–	one	of	the	biggest	Polish	oil	paintings,	
created	by	the	most	outstanding	painter	of	historic	works.	The	picture	shows	a	clash	
of	the	Polish	and	Lithuanian	army	with	Teutonic	Knights	in	1410.
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This	multimedia	museum	is	located	in	the	baroque	Ostrogski	Palace	and	originated	in	
1934,	when	the	Fryderyk	Chopin	Institute	began	collecting	the	items	that	belonged	
to	 the	 famous	 composer	 by	 buying	 a	 dozen	 precious	 manuscripts	 from	 Chopin's	
relatives.
The	museum	holds	the	largest	collection	of	objects	related	to	life	and	work	of	Chopin	
(so-called	chopiniana)	in	the	world.	Apart	from	priceless	mementos	such	as	Chopin's	
last	piano,	a	posthumous	mask	and	a	cast	of	his	hand,	one	can	hear	the	birds	singing	
from	Nohant	and	smell	the	fragrance	of	his	beloved	violets.

The Fryderyk Chopin Museum in Warsaw

You	 can	 enter	 this	 magical	 world	
with	 the	 help	 of	 an	 electronic	 ticket	
activating	multimedia	stations	in	several	
languages	and	enabling	visitors	to	listen	
to	 Chopin's	 music.	 Everyone,	 whether	
a	 tourist,	 a	 musicologist,	 or	 a	 child,	
can	find	something	for	 themselves	and	
individually	 create	 a	 unique	 visiting	
route.

ul.	Okólnik	1,	tel.	22	441	62	51/52,	chopin.museum/en

HOW	TO	GET	THERE:	 	Ordynacka:	116,	128,	175,	180,	222	 	Nowy	Świat	-	Uniwersytet



The	 most	 valuable	 items	 in	 the	 museum's	 col-
lection,	 apart	 from	 Fryderyk	 Chopin's	 musical	
manuscripts,	 are	 its	 portraits:	 the	 first	 images	
of	 Chopin	 by	 Eliza	 Radziwiłłówna,	 drawings	 by	
Franz-Xaver	 Winterhalter	 or	 Luigi	 Calamatta	 as	
well	as	works	of	Teofil	Kwiatkowski	and	George	
Sand.	They	present	the	famous	composer	 in	his	
private	 life	 and	official	 situations.	 Valuable	 and	
moving	exhibits	in	the	museum	include:	a	death	
mask,	hand	cast	and	lock	of	hair	of	the	composer,	
as	well	as	flowers	from	his	bed.	

Chopin's last piano	 from	 his	 apart-
ment	at	Place	Vendôme	 in	Paris	 is	here. 
The	 museum	 also	 holds	 other	 pianos	
from	the	era,	made	by	the	Pleyel,	Erard,	
Buchholtz	 and	 Leszczyński	 companies.	
Thanks	to	them,	one	can	recall	the	atmos-
phere	and	sound	of	 the	first	half	of	 the 
19th	century.

Hand-written pieces	by	Chopin	are	the	
most	 important	 items	 in	 the	 collection.	
Among	them	there	are	musical	sketches	
that	 show	 the	 fascinating	 process	 of	
creation,	 notes,	 letters,	 drawings	 and	
hand-written	copies	made	by	Julian	Fon-
tana,	Auguste	Franchomme	and	Thomas	
Tellefsen.

Don't miss!

Do	you	know	that	the	Fryderyk	Cho-
pin	 Museum	 is	 one	 of	 the	 places	
where	 you	 can	 take	 an	 exceptional	
photo	with	Fryderyk?	You	 just	need	
to	download	 the	Selfie	with	Chopin	
application,	 available	 on	 Android	
and	iOS.	Use	the	app	and	find	other	
places	where	 you	 can	 take	 souvenir	
photo	with	the	composer.
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It	 is	 one	 of	 the	 most	 visited	 and	 most	
modern	 museums	 in	 Warsaw.	 Opened	
on	the	60th	anniversary	of	the	Uprising,	
the museum is a tribute to those who 
fought and died for free Poland and its 
capital.	The	multimedia	exhibition	shows	
how	 the	 insurgents	 fought	 and	 lived	 in	
the	 city	 occupied	by	 the	Nazi	Germans.	
It	 helps	 to	 understand	 the	 complicated	
international situation and describes 
how	 the	 insurgents	 were	 subsequently	
treated by the communist regime of 
the	 Polish	 People's	 Republic.	 Archival	
photographs	and	films	are	accompanied	
by	touching	memories	of	those	who	took	
part	in	fights.

During	your	visit	you	find	yourself	in	the	
scenery	from	70	years	ago.	You	walk	on	
the	granite	pavement	among	the	rubble	
of destroyed Warsaw.

The Warsaw Rising Museum

From	the	32-meter	high	Viewing	Tower	one	can	
admire	a	panoramic	view	of	modern	Warsaw.

ul.	Grzybowska	79,	tel.	22	539	79	05/06,	www.1944.pl

HOW	TO	GET	THERE:	 	Muzeum	Powstania	Warszawskiego:	102,	105

 Muzeum	Powstania	Warszawskiego:	22,	24	 	Rondo	Daszyńskiego	



Don't miss!

A	 replica	 of	 Liberator	 B-24J	 plane,	 in	
1:1	 scale,	 contains	original	parts	of	 the	
machine,	 which	 dropped	 supplies	 for	
the	 fighting	 city	 of	 Warsaw.	 Next	 to	
the	plane	there	is	a	cinema	room	with	a	
panoramic	screen,	where	you	can	watch	
documentaries	from	the	Uprising	and	an	
exceptional	film	"The	city	of	ruins"	which	
shows	destroyed	Warsaw	in	3D.

There	is	also	a	very	special	garden	next	to	the	museum,	
called	 The	 Park	 of	 Freedom.	 Its	 central	 point	 is	 the	Wall 
of	Memory	with	over	11	thousand	names	of	soldiers	killed	
in	the	Uprising.

The "Monter"	bell	commemorates	General	Antoni	Chruś- 
ciel,	the	commander	of	the	Uprising	forces.	At	the	back	
of	the	wall	you	can	see	war	murals,	painted	by	famous	
Polish and international artists.

At	 the	 heart	 of	 the	 museum	 there	 is 
a Steel Monument – a symbol of the soul 
of	the	city,	which	has	never	given	up.

The courageous can try going through 
a sewer in the basements of the Liberator 
Hall.	 A	 narrow	 and	 low	 corridor	 makes	
you	stoop	and	crowd	through	blindfold	–	
just	like	the	insurgents	did.	They	were	very	
often	forced	to	use	this	way	of	transport 
as	there	simply	were	no	others.
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An	exceptional	museum	located	in	a	very	
symbolic	place	 in	the	centre	of	Warsaw,	
in the district formerly inhabited by 
Jews,	 transformed	by	 the	Nazis	 into	 the	
ghetto during the war. The museum 
encompasses	a	thousand	years	of	history	
and	 brings	 back	 the	 memory	 about	
Jewish	 culture	 and	 heritage:	 before	
World	War	Two,	Warsaw	had	the	largest	
Jewish community in the world.

The	museum	 building	 itself	 is	 an	 archi- 
tectural	 gem	 –	 a	 landmark	 of	 modern	
Warsaw	and	a	monument	to	its	rich	past.	
The	 edifice	 bears	 many	 meanings:	 the	
main	hall	cuts	the	building	in	half,	which	
symbolizes	 a	 rupture	 in	 Jewish	 history,	
caused by the Holocaust.

POLIN Museum of the History
of Polish Jews

Glass	panels	on	the	building's	facade	are	covered	with	Hebrew	letters	that	form	a	
word “Polin”. It may be translated as “rest here” or “Poland”. 

ul.	Mordechaja	Anielewicza	6,	tel.	22	471	03	01,	www.polin.pl

HOW	TO	GET	THERE:	 	Nalewki-Muzeum:	111,	180	 	Anielewicza:	17,	33,	41



The	main	exhibition	is	composed	of	eight	galleries	that	show	succeeding	chapters	of	 
the	history	of	Polish	Jews:	from	the	first	settlements	in	the	Middle	Ages	through	the	
Shoah	and	finally	the	rebirth	of	the	Jewish	community	after	1989.	This	fascinating	 
history	is	told	by	different	objects,	paintings,	interactive	installations,	videos	and	
mock-ups.	 The	 greatest	 attraction	 is	 a	 reconstructed	 ceiling	 from	 the	 wooden	 
synagogue in Gwoździec.

The monument to Jan Karski,	 the	 envoy	 of	 the	 Polish	
Underground	State.	In	the	autumn	1942	he	went	to	Great	 
Britain	with	his	most	important	mission.	As	an	eyewitness 
of	 the	 extermination	 of	 the	 Jewish	 nation	 he	 gave	 his	 
testimony	to	the	Allied	Forces.

In	1970,	German	chancellor	Willy	Brandt	knelt	down	in	
front of the Monument of the Ghetto Heroes,	which 
is	situated	opposite	the	Museum.	The	event	was	read	as	
a	symbolic	German	apology	for	the	atrocities	and	crimes	 
of the Holocaust. 

Don't miss!

The	mezuzah	at	the	entrance	door	is	made	of	a	brick	found	
in the rubble of a destroyed tenement house that stood 
on	the	corner	of	Nalewki	and	Gęsia	streets.	The	mezuzah	
is	an	 important	 religious	and	historic	symbol	 in	 Judaism	
–	it	protects	a	piece	of	parchment,	called	klaf	in	Hebrew,	
inscribed	 with	 verses	 from	 Torah.	 It	 is	 placed	 on	 the	
doorframes in Jewish homes.
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Founded	 in	1936,	 the	Museum	of	Warsaw	boasts	 the	 largest	 collections	of	 artefacts	
related	to	the	history	of	Poland’s	capital,	its	holdings	currently	comprising	over	300,000	
exhibits.	The	main	premises	are	located	inside	eleven	historic	burgher	houses	along	the	
northern	façade	of	the	Old	Town	Market	Square.	In	2014-2017,	these	were	thoroughly	
renovated,	 preserving,	 however,	 the	 original	 interior	 layout,	 along	with	 seventeenth-
century-style	 wooden	 ceilings,	 wall	 paintings	 and	 vestibule	 details.	 The	 permanent	
exhibition,	 The	 Things	of	Warsaw,	 features	over	7,000	 items,	 including	artworks	 and	
objects	of	daily	use	from	the	14th	through	the	20th	centuries.	There	is	also	a	viewing	

platform	 on	 the	 fifth	 floor.	 The	 museum	 has			
several	highly	interesting	sections,	for	example:

The Museum of Warsaw Praga	–	this	centre	pro-
tects	and	promotes	the	whole	area	of	the	right	
bank	of	Warsaw’s	Vistula	river.	The	main	exhibi-
tion	presents	the	history	of	Praga	from	its	begin-
nings	to	the	present	day.	To	do	so,	it	uses	various	
forms:	from	graphics	and	painting	to	photogra-
phy	and	film.	The	museum	complex	also	includes	
restored	Jewish	prayer	rooms.

The Museum of Warsaw
ul.	Rynek	Starego	Miasta	28-42,	tel.	22	277	44	02,	www.muzeumwarszawy.pl

HOW	TO	GET	THERE:	 	Plac	Zamkowy:	116,	178,	180,	222,	503
	Stare	Miasto:	160,	190,	527	 	Stare	Miasto:	4,	13,	20,	23,	26



Under	the	floor	of	the	tenement	houses	
on	the	Dekert	side	there	is	a	real	labyrinth	
of	cellars.	Still	well	preserved,	they	often	
evoke	medieval	times	and	form	a	part	of	
the Cultural Trail of Old Town Cellars,	
which	is	made	of:

Heritage Interpretation Centre
The	 Centre	 presents	 both	 the	 history	
of the Old Town and its destruction 
and restoration after the war – all in an  
attractive,	multimedia	way.	 It	also	hosts	
meetings,	workshops,	lectures	and	book	
fairs.

Don't miss!

A	treasure	in	Kazubowska	House.	Under	
the	stone	pavement	of	the	Kazubowska	
House	 (tenement	 house	 no.	 30	 –	 the	
Museum	 of	 Warsaw)	 a	 real	 treasure	
was	 found	 –	 over	 1200	 coins	 from	 the	
17th	and	18th	centuries	It	is	the	biggest	
archeological	 discovery	 in	 the	 area	 of	
the Warsaw historical town centre.

•		The	Heritage	Interpretation	Centre	 
(ul.	Brzozowa	11/13)

•  The basements of the Old Town House 
of	Culture	(Old	Town	Market	Square	2)

•		The	basements	of	the	Capital	Cultural	
Education	Centre	(ul.	Jezuicka	4)

•		The	Old	Gunpowder	House	(ul.	Boleść	2)

The	trail	is	a	quite	unique	tourist	attraction 
and	an	enjoyable	combination	of	history	
and culture.
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The	 history	 of	 the	 State	 Ethnographic	
Museum	 in	 Warsaw	 began	 in	 1888.	
It	 is	 the	oldest	museum	of	 this	 kind	 in	
Poland and at the same time one of the 
biggest	in	Europe.	

The museum has been sharing Warsaw’s 
turbulent	 fate:	 it	was	bombed	 in	1939,	
lost	its	precious	collections	which	were	
reconstructed after the war. It was 
also then that its new residence was 
established. It is also worth mentioning 
that	 in	 1952	 a	 branch	 of	 the	 museum	
was organised on a houseboat.

Today	 the	 museum	 possesses	 over	
90,000	 exhibits	 in	different	 collections	
and	 around	 120,000	 archival	 items.	
These are not only items coming from 
Poland	 but	 from	 other,	 often	 exotic,	 
countries as well.

The State Ethnographic Museum in Warsaw
ul.	Kredytowa	1,	tel.	22	827	76	41,	www.ethnomuseum.pl

HOW	TO	GET	THERE:	 	Królewska:	102,	105,	107,	171
	Królewska:	4,	15,	18,	35



Don't miss!

For	example,	a	vast	collection	of	festive	clothes	can	be	seen	in	
the	museum.	A	bride	would	receive	them	in	her	bridal	dowry.	
The clothes’ characteristics described her social status and 
the	parish	she	belonged	to.	
"Żupanik"	–	a	women's	outfit	from	the	Eastern	Cracow	region	
is	 the	 only	 one	 that	 survived	 the	war.	 All	 other	 collections	
were	 destroyed	 during	 the	 bombing	 of	 Warsaw	 in	 1939.	
The dress had been lent to Cracow a year before and thus 
survived.

The models of Polish and European folk dances. 
Exhibited	for	the	first	time	in	on	the	World	Exhibition	 
in	 Paris	 in	 1937,	 they	were	 awarded	 a	 prize.	 Lost	 
during	the	war,	they	were	found	at	the	attic	of	the	
Paris	Opera	in	1979.

Votive stele. Buddhist stone steles were ordered because the 
donors	believed	 they	would	bring	grace	 and	 spiritual	 reward	
for	them	and	their	families.	They	were	usually	placed	in	temple	
courtyards	or	other	public	places.

Cutout from Łowicz.	Cutouts	appeared	in	cottage	huts	during	
festivities.	Women	made	them	during	Advent	and	Lent.	
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Located	in	the	Ujazdowski	Castle,	Centre for Contemporary Art	is	mainly	a	place	for 
artistic	 exploration.	Here,	different	 art	domains	 coexist	 and	 influence	each	other.	
You	can	also	see	temporary	exhibitions	of	artists	from	Poland	and	abroad.	Picnics,	
concerts	and	film	shows	are	regularly	held	in	the	square	in	front	of	the	gallery	and	
those	who	want	can	relax	in	one	of	the	hammocks.	There is also a Museum of the 
Castle and Military Hospital	at	Ujazdów	in	the	Castle	building,	where	one	can	learn	
the	history	of	the	place	itself.

Centre	for	Contemporary	Art Ujazdowski Castle

Don't miss!

The	cornerstone	from	16th	Sep-
tember	1624.	It	is	the	only	known	
foundation	 act	 of	 this	 kind, 
as	 a	 similar	 discovery	 has	 never	
before been made in Poland.

ul.	Jazdów	2,	tel.	22	628	12	71,	www.csw.art.pl

HOW	TO	GET	THERE:	 	Pl.	Na	Rozdrożu:	116,	180,	503,	514,	520,	525,	E-2
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Zachęta is one of the oldest and the 
biggest	galleries	of	contemporary	art	 in	 
Poland. It	 possesses	 a	 vast	 collection	of	
Polish	postwar	art	but	also	holds	tempo-
rary exhibitions. The eclectic building was 
intentionally	built	for	the	Zachęta	Society	
of	Fine	Arts	at	the	turn	of	the	20th	century.	 
Its	 pediment	 is	 decorated	 with	 a	 dedi-
cation	 "ARTIBUS"	 which	 means	 "to	 the	
fine	 arts".	 The	 building	 was	 one	 of	 the	
few	in	the	city	to	survive	the	war.	It	held	
exhibitions of Jan	 Matejko,	 Stanisław	
Wyspiański,	Józef	Mehoffer,	Pablo	Picas-
so,	Jean	Dubuffet,	Alina	Szapocznikow.

Zachęta	the	National	Gallery	of	Art	

The	 museum	 documents	 and	 protects	
post-war	 neon	 advertising,	 which	 previ-
ously	 constituted	 an	 integral	 part	 of	 the	
architecture	 of	 buildings,	 flooding	 the	
streets of Polish cities with light. The de-
signers	 were	 often	 recognised	 artists,	

who during Communism had to deal with 
widespread	censorship	and	only	by	creat-
ing	 colourful	 neon	 signs	 could	 they	give	
free reign to their imaginations.

pl.	Małachowskiego	3,	tel.	22	556	96	00,	www.zacheta.art.pl

HOW	TO	GET	THERE:	 	Królewska:	102,	105,	107,	171
	Królewska:	4,	15,	18,	35

ul.	Mińska	25,	tel.	665	711	635,	www.neonmuzeum.org

HOW	TO	GET	THERE:	 	Bliska:	125,	135	 	Żupnicza:	123,	173,	202
	Bliska:	3,	6,	22,	26,	from	East	Train	Station

12Neon Museum

The museum’s collection contains over 
200 neon	advertising	signs	composed	of	
more than 1000 letters. The collection is 
constantly	updated	with	new	exhibits.	
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The National Stadium is a new Warsaw 
landmark	 and	 at	 the	 same	 time,	 one	
of the most modern football arenas in 
Europe.	 It can accommodate as many 
as	 58,000	 people.	 And	 it	 is	 not	 only	 a	
football	 stadium:	 it	 becomes	 a	 venue	
for	 motor	 shows,	 rock	 concerts,	 film	
premieres,	windsurfing	competitions	and	
even	the	NATO	summit	in	2016.	Everyone	
can	come	here	to	jog	or	roller-skate.

PGE Narodowy The National Stadium

 Do you know that?

•	 	the	highest	points	of	the	facade	are	81.5	m	above	the	ground,	which	is	20	floors	
above	the	Vistula	level

•	 	5700	houses	could	be	built	from	the	concrete	used	for	the	stadium's	construction
•	 the	stadium's	volume	is	over	1	million	square	meters

The	Stadium	has	become	a	new	symbol	of	Warsaw.	It	can	be	seen	from	all	over	the	
city.	It	takes	on	a	particularly	good	look	when	seen	together	with	the	panoramic	
view	of	the	Old	Town.

Al.	J	Poniatowskiego	1,	tel.	22	295	91	72,	www.pgenarodowy.pl

HOW	TO	GET	THERE:	 	Rondo	Waszyngtona:	102,	111,	117,	158,	166,	507,	517,	521
	Rondo	Waszyngtona:	7,	9,	22,	24,	25	  Stadion Narodowy

ul.	Łazienkowska	3,	tel.	22	318	20	00,	legia.com
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One	of	the	oldest	museums	of	this	kind	
in	Europe.	 Its	 collection	 is	 composed	of	
45	 thousand,	 items,	 mainly	 connected	
with	 Polish	 sport:	 medals,	 cups,	 sport	 
badges,	 emblems,	 costumes	 and	
equipment,	 posters	 or	 tourist	 accessories	
but	 also	 artworks	 as	 e.g.	 a	 Greek	 vase	

from	 Athens	 dating	 back	 to	 the	 early	
fifth	 century	 BC.	 Films	 and	 recordings	
complete	the	picture.	

In front of the building one can see the 
sculpture	of	Icarus	by	world-famous	artist,	 
Igor	Mitoraj.

Don't miss!

Some	of	the	most	valuable	items	are	
Adam	Małysz's	skis	and	a	kayak	that	
belonged	to	Pope	John	Paul	II.

Legia,	which	celebrated	its	centenary	in	2016,	
is the most famous Warsaw football club and 
its museum is located in the club's stadium 
area.	 The	 biggest	 attractions	 are	 souvenirs	
connected	 with	 famous	 footballers.	 Don’t	
miss	 a	model	 of	 the	 famous	 "Razor"	 tribune	
where	the	most	zealous	fans	sit,	archival	match	
posters	and	a	legendary	Adler	motorcycle	from	

1938.	Those	who	are	particularly	interested	in	the	
club's	 history	 should	 also	 see	 souvenirs	 linked	with	
Kazimierz	Deyna,	a	famous	player	and	coach.

Museum of Sports and Tourism in Warsaw
ul.	Wybrzeże	Gdyńskie	4,	tel.	22	560	37	80,	www.muzeumsportu.waw.pl

HOW	TO	GET	THERE:	 	Centrum	Olimpĳskie	(request	stop):	118,	185

ul.	Łazienkowska	3,	tel.	22	318	20	00,	legia.com

HOW	TO	GET	THERE:	 	Szwoleżerów:	107,	108,	141,	159,	162,	185,	187
	Torwar:	141,	171,	185

15The Museum of Legia Warszawa
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A	paradise	 for	 explorers	 and	 young	 scientists,	 here	 everyone	 can	
discover	 the	mysteries	 of	 nature	 and	 carry	 on	 experiments	 all	 by	
oneself.	 Fun	 guaranteed!	 Don't	 ask	 for	 a	 guide	 here:	 you	 are	 an	

explorer	 and	 researcher	 and	 you	 decide	 where	 to	 start	
and	finish	your	visit.
The	exhibition	is	divided	into	several	theme	galleries.	"On	

the	Move"	makes	you	feel	like	Neil	Armstrong	on	the	Moon,	
"Re:generation"	 lectures	 on	 our	 feelings	 while	 "LightZone" 

is	 a	 favourite	 pick	 for	 lovers	 of	 crime	 riddles.	 In	 the	 newest	 
gallery,	"Thinkatorium"	one	can	exercise	patience,	determination	
and	readiness	to	take	up	challenges.

Robothespian	 is	 the	first	 "person"	 that	welcomes	visitors	at	 the	 
entrance.	 The	 robot	 actor	 recites	 greetings,	 plays	 well-known	 
scenes	from	popular	films	and	even	allows	 itself	 to	be	managed	 
by	people.

Copernicus Science Centre

One	 of	 the	 biggest	 attractions	 is	 the	 Planetarium,	 The	 Heavens	 of	 Copernicus,	 
where	 one	 can	 really	 feel	 like	 in	 Space,	 in	 a	 deep	 ocean	 or	 inside	 a	 volcano.	 
The	spherical	screen	surrounds	viewers	from	all	sides	and	makes	the	experience	
truly unforgettable.

ul.	Wybrzeże	Kościuszkowskie	20,	tel.	22	596	41	00,	www.kopernik.org.pl

HOW	TO	GET	THERE:	 	Biblioteka	Uniwersytecka:	105,	118,	127
	Metro	Centrum	Nauki	Kopernik	(a	stop	in	the	tunnel):	185	 	Centrum	Nauki	Kopernik



Experiment	 stations	 in	 the	 Explorer's	
Park	are	a	must.	 "Acoustic	mirrors",	 "the	
Whisperers"	 and	 musical	 instruments	
encourage	 to	 experiment	 with	 sound.	 
In	summer	there	is	an	open-air	cinema	in	
the	 park,	 which	 shows	 popular	 science	
films.

The Thinker.	 This	figure,	 resembling	the	
famous	 sculpture	 by	 Auguste	 Rodin	 
"The	Thinker"	is	an	important	orientation	
point	in	the	Centre.	

A Foucault pendulum is	a	simple	device	
thanks	to	which	one	can	prove	the	Earth's	 
rotary	movement.	 It	was	constructed	at	
the	end	of	 the	19th	century	by	a	French	
physicist	 Leon	 Foucault.	 It	 is	 one	 of	 the	
most beautiful tools in the domain of 
physical	experiments.

Children's favourite place.	The	Copernicus	 
Science Centre was designed in order to 
develop	 imagination	 and	 curiosity	 of	 the	
world.	Children	can	touch	everything	here,	
and	make	 it	move.	 One	 of	 the	 galleries	 
"Buzzz!"	 is	 devoted	 especially	 to	 the	
youngest	kids	up	to	6	years	old.

Don't miss!
In	Warsaw,	you	will	also	find	many	more	fascinating	museums	and	institutions.	Take	a 
look	at	Warsaw’s	official	tourism	website	www.warsawtour.pl	and	check	out	what	
else you can see! 
If	you	don’t	manage	to	visit	one	of	the	most	interesting	museums,	don’t	worry!	You	
can	see	the	best	exhibits	from	over	a	dozen	of	Warsaw’s	cultural	institutions	in	the	
virtual	collection	of	the	Google	Cultural	Institute:	www.google.com/culturalinstitute/



Download	WarsawTour	app

Publisher
Stołeczne	Biuro	Turystyki	(Warsaw	Tourist	Office)

Edition	VI,	Warsaw	2016.	Free	copy.

official	tourist	website	of	Warsaw
www.warsawtour.pl/en

Warsaw
Tourist Information
info@warsawtour.pl

Map design:
"Moyo – Teresa Witkowska, www.moyo.pl"

Photos:
Cover: The Fryderyk Chopin Museum; Sculpture by Igor Mitoraj – Ikaro Alato; The Warsaw Rising Museum; The Museum 
of King Jan III’s Palace at Wilanów (Z. Reszka); Palace on Island (pzstudio.pl); The National Museum in Warsaw (Andrzej 
Wroblewski – Surrealed Execution, 1949, Joseph Simmler – Death of Barbara Radziwiłł, 1860); Polin Museum of the History 
of Polish Jews (M. Starowieyska);
The Royal Castle In Warsaw – Museum: A. Ring (Bernardo Bellotto called Canaletto “Holy Cross Church”, The Knights' Hall, 
The Great Assembly Hall); A Ring, B.Tropiło (A Girl in a Picture Frame, A Scholar at his Writing Table); Royal Łazienki Museum in 
Warsaw: K. Stasiuk (Gallery of paintings in the Palace on Island); W. Panów (Old Orangery); Museum of King Jan III’s Palace 
at Wilanów: W. Holnicki (Portrait of Jan III Sobieski, Sundial with Chronos); Z Reszka (Vessel for tea); The Warsaw Rising 
Museum: Julia Sielicka (the replica of Liberator); P. Kula (Steel Monument); Polin Museum of the Polish Jews: M. Starowieyska 
(the Mezuzah); M. Starowieyska, D. Golik (Reconstructed ceiling from the wooden synagogue from Gwoździec); 
The Fryderyk Chopin Museum: Franz-Xaver Winterhalter – Portrait of Fryderyk Chopin; Fryderyk Chopin – Mazurka 
in f sharp minor; The Museum of Warsaw: K. Skrabek (The building); The National Museum in Warsaw: B. Bajerski 
(the building); Faras Gallery – St Anna, ca. 850; Aleksander Gierymski – Jewish Woman Selling Oranges ca. 1881; Johann 
Heinrich Köler, Coronation insignia of king August III, Dresden, 1733; Beautiful Madonna from Wroclaw, Silesia or 
Bohemia, ca. 1390; Jan Matejko – The Battle of Grunwald, 1878; Centre for Contemporary Art: B. Górka (the building, 
photo from the exhibition); P. Nowik (The cornerstone); Neon Museum: F. Kwiatkowski; A. Przyłuska-Kwiatkowska; 
The National Stadium; Museum of Sports and Tourism: (Kayak of pope John Paul II); Legia Warszawa; Copernicus Science 
Centre; The Museum of Warsaw Praga: Jakub Certowicz / The Museum of Warsaw; The State Ethnographic Museum: 
E. Koprowski (Votive stele, Wei Dynasty 385-535 – dating back to the last year of dynasty, PME/16314; Women’s outfit of 
Eastern Cracovians – Żupanik, beginning of XIX century, Poland, PME 37381; The mock-ups of Polish and European folk 
dances – mock-up of robbers’ dance, Poland, 1937, PME dep. 3528/1-10; Cutout called Kodra, Łowicz, Poland, the period 
of WWI, PME dep. 2428) Others: Archive of Warsaw Tourist Office, pzstudio.pl; W. Kryński, W. Hnasen; P. Wierzbowski, 
F. Kwiatkowski.

/ewarsaw /WarszawaEN/fall_in_love_with_warsaw/Warsaw


