
Words, places,
ecumenism
Pope John Paul II was not only a man of God; he 
was also a poet, playwright, university teacher and 
polyglot with genuine mastery of language. His 
pontificate, which spanned more than 26 years, was 
the second longest in the history of the Church and 
brought many memorable words that attest to the 
Pope’s respect for human life and heroism.

Frequent pilgrimages were a landmark of Pope 
John Paul II’s pontificate. The Holy Father made 
more than one hundred visits to all the populated 
continents. His presence at particular locations in 
Warsaw was his way of paying tribute to the people 
of the capital city and its troubled history.

The Pope was also known for his deep respect for all 
people of all faiths. He met with believers of different 
denominations and traditions and emphasised the 
importance of dialogue. He was the first Pope to kiss 
the Quran and to confess the Church’s wrongdoings. 
He also strongly condemned anti-Semitism. He 
devoted much effort to strengthening the unity 
of the Christian churches. He demonstrated his 
ecumenical spirit on many visits to Warsaw.
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Take a tour of Warsaw following the footsteps
of Pope John Paul II

– an extraordinary Pole who was canonised on 27 April 2014, the 
first-ever Polish successor to St. Peter, and the first non-Italian Bishop 
of Rome in more than 450 years: a pope whose strong personality left 
a mark on the Church and on the entire contemporary world.

The Holy Father paid several official visits to Poland as it was 
undergoing rapid transition after the early 1980s. He visited Warsaw 
on almost every one of the seven trips to his home country. As a 
result, Warsaw boasts many locations that have a special connection 
with the Pope. The city was the venue for many of his memorable 
words, gestures and meetings.
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Important addresses:
Centre for Thought of John Paul II, ul. Foksal 11, www.centrumjp2.pl

Institute of John Paul II, ul. Ks. Prymasa Augusta Hlonda 1, www.ipjp2.pl
Museum of Pope John Paul II and Primate Wyszyński, ul. Księdza Prymasa Augusta Hlonda 1, www.muzeumjp2.pl

Archidiocese Information Center, ul. Miodowa 17/19, www.aci.waw.pl
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Words, places, ecumenism Quote:
And I cry—I who am a Son of the land of Poland and who 
am also Pope John Paul II—I cry from all the depths of this 
Millennium, I cry on the vigil of Pentecost:
Let your Spirit descend.
Let your Spirit descend,
and renew the face of the earth, 
the face of this land.
Amen.

– Homily at the holy mass on the Eve of Pentecost, 2 June 1979

Quote:
The world created by God out of love carries within it a calling 
to love God.
… Yes. The entire world – the universe: the visible and the 
invisible one. In the visible world there is one entity, one central 
point in which the calling to love becomes a demand of the 
conscience: of the mind, of the will, of the heart. The central 
point is Man. Thou shalt love on behalf of all creation. Thou 
shalt respond with love to Love.

– Homily at the holy mass for the beatification of Bishop Michał Kozal, 14 June 
1987.

Quote:
I was unable to be in Warsaw for his funeral on 31 May 1981 
following the assassination attempt on my life on 13 May and 
my subsequent hospitalization over a period of several months. 
Now that I can travel to my home country, I came first to his 
grave.

– Homily at holy mass, 16 June 1983.

Quote:
Mere toleration of one another is not enough for Christians and 
Churches of Christ. After all, sometimes one needs to tolerate 
evil as well in the name of a greater good. I wouldn’t want you 
just to tolerate me. And I do not want to just tolerate you, dear 
brothers and sisters … What kind of brothers and sisters in 
Christ merely tolerate one another?!

– Address at the ecumenical service, 9 June 1991.

Quote:
Solidarity has moved beyond the borders of Poland. It has 
become a part of the mindset and a moral imperative for the 
contemporary world, not only for Europe.

– Address to government officials, 8 June 1991.

Quote:
I first visited this church as Pope in 1987. Those were different 
times and my visit could not be preannounced. I wanted my 
presence to testify to my utmost respect … for the entire Greek 
Catholic Church, which was then forced into silence.

– Address to Greek Catholics, 11 June 1999.

Quote:
Let us pray to God our Father. May the sacrifice of this priest 
continuously bring fruit in our homeland. May his martyrdom 
inspire many to become holy and give them the encouragement 
and the strength to genuinely serve other people.

– Letter to Cardinal Józef Glemp, 19 October 1994.

Quote:
We, people, as the Church and as all Churches existing within 
the one Church, need to permanently seek the only Path that is 
Christ. We have to keep on checking in a sense whether He is 
the path that we follow: the one we follow as a community.

– Homily at the holy mass inaugurating the Second Polish Plenary Synod.

Quote:
History teaches us that democracy without values can easily turn 
into overt or covert totalitarianism

– Address to the General Assembly of the Polish Parliament, 11 June 1999.

Quote:
Inviting the Pope to bless this magnificent building … clearly 
attests to the rising awareness that the academic community and 
the Church are natural allies in their service to humanity.

– Address at the blessing of the University of Warsaw Library, 11 June 1999.

Quote:
As you work towards technological progress, never forget about 
people. May you serve the great purpose of bringing people 
closer to one another in the spirit of mutual understanding and 
co-operation for the common good.

– Address at a meeting with LOT Polish Airlines staff on the occasion of the airline’s 
70th anniversary, 13 June 1999.

Quote:
I remain in the hope that the often announced social transition 
– following the principles founded on such hard efforts in the 
watershed days of August 1980 and enshrined into agreements – 
will gradually become a reality.

– Address to Communist government officials, 17 June 1983

Quote:
Oh, God of Abraham … Listen to the prayers we say for 
the Jewish people who are still dear to you because of their 
forefathers.

– Prayer for the Jewish people at Umschlagplatz, 11 June 1999.

Quote:
Oh Polish land! Our home land! Thou shalt adore the Cross of 
Christ! May it give testimony everywhere to Him who loved us 
until the end.
… Oh Polish land! Our home land! Thou shalt unite in the 
Eucharist of Christ, where Christ’s bloody sacrifice is renewed 
over again and once more materialises as the Holiest Sacrament 
of our faith!

– Homily at the holy mass celebrated at the opening of the Second National 
Eucharistic Congress, 8 June 1987.

Quote:
Man has to be measured with the yardstick of the heart. The 
heart! In the language of the Holy Scripture, the heart stands 
for human inner spirit, and in particular it stands for the 
conscience… Thus, man has to be measured with the yardstick 
of conscience, the yardstick of spirit, which opens up to God.

– Address to university students, Warsaw, 3 June 1979.
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Built in 1955, the Palace of Culture and Science is a symbol of Social Realism 
in Poland. The square used to be a venue for popular gatherings. It still 
features a central grandstand from which officials of the People’s Republic of 
Poland looked on to parades and marches.
In 1987, the Pope celebrated holy mass at the conclusion of the Second 
National Eucharistic Congress on Parade Square in front of the palace. During 
the service, he beatified Bishop Michał Kozal, a martyr of Dachau.
Throughout his pontificate, Pope John Paul II canonised more than 1,300 
people, many more than any of his predecessors. In the period of mourning 
after the death of the Holy Father, a giant illuminated photograph of the 
future saint was displayed on the façade of the Palace of Culture.

One of the most prominent Polish churches was the venue of weddings and 
coronations of the nation’s monarchs, and its catacombs hold the remains of 
many eminent Poles. Even today, the austere Gothic interior of the cathedral is 
the site of important state celebrations. Pope John Paul II visited the cathedral 
on many occasions. In 1983, he prayed over the tombstone of his friend and 
mentor, the Polish Primate and Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński. In June 1987, the 
Pope met Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta here.

Located in the direct vicinity of the University of Warsaw, the church has 
become the principal centre of university chaplaincy in the capital city. It 
was in front of this church that Pope John Paul II met with several thousand 
young people during his first visit to Poland in June 1979. For the first time 
in the history of papal visits to Poland, the Holy Father departed from the 
pre-approved text. He did the same on many subsequent occasions as he 
engaged in unforgettable conversations with his audience. On the night 
of 2 April 2005, the day of the Pope’s death, Varsovians of all generations 
gathered in crowds around St. Anna’s Church to pray for Pope John Paul II.

All Saints’ is the biggest church in the capital and can accommodate a 
congregation of 3,500. During the Nazi occupation, it was one of three 
Christian churches within the limits of the ghetto and served the incarcerated 
Christians of Jewish extraction.
In 1987, it was at this church that Pope John Paul II opened the Second 
National Eucharistic Congress with the participation of Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta. A monument of the Holy Father erected in front of the church 
commemorates the event.

The towering Sacred Heart of Jesus Basilica is one of the largest religious 
buildings in the capital city. In 1923, Pope Pius XI made the church a minor 
basilica, which was then consecrated in the presence of many guests of 
honour including the President of Poland and the Secretary of the Apostolic 
Nunciature, the later Pope Paul VI. Architecturally, the basilica is modelled on 
the Basilica of St. Paul in Rome.
In June 1991, the Holy Father opened the Second Plenary Synod of the 
Church in Poland. The objective of the Synod was to define the outlook of 
evangelisation in Poland after it regained independence and to define the 
role of laity in the Church.

For many Jews, the now-defunct square marked the beginning of their path 
to certain death. In 1942-43, the Nazis brought people from all over the 
Warsaw ghetto to the Umschlagplatz concentration point before sending 
them to the death camps. 
A monument commemorating those killed was erected here in 1988. In June 
1999, the Holy Father said an ecumenical prayer at the monument and then 
talked with representatives of Poland’s Jewish community.

The monument was erected in the area where the first battles with the Nazis 
took place during the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising in April 1943. The uprising 
broke out when the Nazis decided to close the ghetto and gradually kill 
thousands of its inhabitants. In June 1983, during his long visit to Poland, 
Pope John Paul II paid tribute to the Holocaust victims at the Monument to 
the Ghetto Heroes.

The project to build the Temple of Divine Providence goes back more than 
200 years. However, with the partitions of Poland, the two world wars 
and Communism, it was not revived until the 1990s. In 1999, Pope John 
Paul II blessed the cornerstone of the temple. Today, visitors can access the 
Pantheon of Great Poles, which contains the tombstones of the famous 
Polish priest and poet Jan Twardowski, the last President of Poland in exile 
Ryszard Kaczorowski, and the first Minister of Foreign Affairs of the new 
Poland Krzysztof Skubiszewski. The Pantheon also holds relics of Saint John 
Paul II, Blessed Jerzy Popiełuszko and Saint Andrzej Bobola. The ring around 
the dome of the temple will house the Pope John Paul II and Primate 
Wyszyński Museum – a tribute to two great Poles for their contribution to 
the preservation of Poland’s cultural identify under the totalitarian regimes of 
Nazism and Communism.

In June 1991, Pope John Paul II met here with representatives of churches 
participating in the Polish Ecumenical Council and took part in a service. The 
Pope said that the different denominations need to treat one another with 
love, substantiated by attempts at mutual understanding and forgiveness, 
and by their striving to live together, work together, and help one another.

In the 1980s, Father Jerzy Popiełuszko was one of the most popular priests in 
Warsaw as well as a vehement opponent of Poland’s Communist government 
and a spiritual leader of the Warsaw chapter of Solidarity, the legendary trade 
union that turned into the stronghold of the opposition. In 1984, the priest 
was abducted and brutally killed by the Communist Security Service. Millions 
of people have visited his tombstone over the decades. Pope John Paul II 
prayed for a long time at the tombstone in 1987.

The only Greek Catholic church in Warsaw, it was built in the latter half of 
the 18th century. Razed to the ground during the 1944 Warsaw Uprising, it 
was reconstructed soon after the war. Pope John Paul II paid an official visit 
to the church during his visit to Poland in 1999. He mentioned his short and 
unplanned visit here in 1987, in the era of the People’s Republic of Poland, 
when he entered the church and kissed an icon.

Pope John Paul II visited the former royal residence twice to meet with Polish 
government officials. In 1987, he talked with the then Chairman of the 
(Communist) Council of State Wojciech Jaruzelski, and in 1991, with Lech 
Wałęsa, the Nobel Peace Prize winner and Poland’s first President elected in 
democratic elections. The Royal Castle is home to the Holy Father’s donations: 
a portrait of Cardinal Stanislaus Hosius and a historic 18th century chalice.

One of the most prominent buildings on Krakowskie Przedmieście and the 
biggest palace in Warsaw, it is the official seat of the President of Poland 
and the President’s Chancellery. Its first contemporary inhabitant was Lech 
Wałęsa, who moved there from the temporary presidential residence at 
the Belvedere. In June 1999, Pope John Paul II went to the palace to visit 
President Aleksander Kwaśniewski.

Pope John Paul II met with Polish MPs in 1999. It was the first ever visit of 
the head of the Catholic Church and the Holy See to a national parliament. 
The Speaker of the Sejm said that the Pope is he “who calls on us to live in 
truth and in freedom”. In his address to MPs, the Pope talked about making 
proper use of freedom and democracy in the context of the common good, 
and wished them that their legislative efforts always focus on people.

The Belveder is a 17th century palace with a troubled history and originally a 
glazed stoneware factory. It was the residence of the Russian Tzar’s governor 
of Poland, after Poland regained independence in 1918 the residence of 
Marshal Józef Piłsudsk, ; during the Nazi occupation the residence of the 
German governor of the Warsaw District and after the war the residence of 
the Chairman of the (Communist) Council of State. Now it is a venue for official 
events and a former residence of two Presidents of free Poland. In 1991, the 
Holy Father blessed a temple founded in the Belvedere on the initiative of 
President Lech Wałęsa. Earlier, during his visits in 1979 and 1983, the Pope 
met there with government officials of the People’s Republic of Poland.

The library is one of the most interesting buildings in Warsaw thanks to its 
contemporary architecture and a public botanical garden on its rooftop. Pope 
John Paul II blessed the new University of Warsaw Library in June 1999. 
During his visit, the Holy Father emphasised the importance of creativity in 
human life, as well as the quest for truth by expanding knowledge.

This is where most of Pope John Paul II’s visits to Warsaw started. On 2 June 
1979, immediately after disembarking during his first visit, the Pope kissed 
the soil of his homeland. His gesture, which became known around the 
world, initiated all the Holy Father’s pilgrimages.

This is a very special place for all Varsovians. It is the site of the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier – a symbolic grave commemorating the unnamed heroes 
who died in the struggle for Poland’s freedom. With an eternal flame and 
the presence of guards of honour, this is where major state celebrations and 
military parades take place. The cross erected on the square commemorates 
the mass that Pope John Paul II celebrated during his first visit to Poland in 
1979. The service was attended by a record 500,000 believers. This is when 
the Pope spoke the now-famous words, welcomed as an expression of his 
support for the democratic underground movement.

Quote:
In the fields of Wilanów, I have blessed the land where the Temple 
of Divine Providence will be built. I will bless the cornerstone now. 
May this temple be a place of thanksgiving for the freedom of our 
homeland. I pray that this thanksgiving, awaited for nearly two 
hundred years, is not interrupted by any other painful experience.

– Address during the Angelus, 13 June 1999 (Piłsudski Square).

Pawiak was a police prison used in WWII to hold people detained during 
street round-ups, members of the resistance movement, and political 
prisoners. Now it is a museum.
In June 1983, Pope John Paul II stopped at Pawiak to pay tribute to the Nazis’ 
victims. He made a brief reference to St. Maksymilian, a Pawiak prisoner killed 
at Auschwitz. He also quoted from the Holy Scripture: “Do not be overcome 
by evil, but overcome evil with good”, the words that were the motto of 
Blessed Father Jerzy Popiełuszko.
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