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WARSAW
what a history!
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Warsaw – past and present

Though the first traces of the original settlement date back to the turn of the 10th century, the city did 
not begin to truly flourish until three centuries later, when Old Warsaw was established in the area 
of what we today call Starówka – the Old Town. Since its population was growing intensively by the 
decade, the New Town was founded in the 14th century. The Royal Route played a particular role in 
the development of the city. This regal route now links three of the former royal residencies: the Royal 
Castle, Łazienki Royal Park, and Wilanów Palace. 
In 1596, Warsaw became the capital of Poland, thus becoming the arena of international political 
games, but also the home to great artists, scientists, and social activists. It is here that the world-
famous Fryderyk Chopin and Maria Skłodowska-Curie had their first successes. The metamorphosis 
the city has undergone over the subsequent centuries is truly amazing. 
Independence uprisings, wars, and the ill-fated Warsaw Rising have all cast a deep shadow on the 
capital’s history. Despite all of this, the city was able to rise from the ashes – a fact that has been 
recognised by UNESCO by including the Old Town on the World Heritage List. 
Today, the historical left-bank city of Warsaw is truly captivating, with its charms and discreet 
elegance. Located in the very heart of a modern, attractive and friendly city, it attracts millions of 
tourists annually! 

The history of Warsaw is a mixture of a turbulent past, the will to survive, as well as the 
courage and positive energy of its people. This city by the Vistula River has been pulsating 
with life for a thousand years! 

Krakowskie Przedmieście Street

View of the Old Town from the tower of St. Anne’s Church.  
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In the centre of the square stands one of the most important symbols of the city – Sigismund’s 
Column (Kolumna Zygmunta), a favourite meeting place for Varsovians. This oldest and tallest 
secular monument in Warsaw was erected in 1644 on the initiative of King Władysław IV as 
tribute to his father – King Sigismund III Vasa, famous for moving the country’s capital from 
Krakow to Warsaw. Proof of the column’s centuries-long history can be seen in two historical 
elements of the structure, which are visible from the southern side of the Royal Castle. The older 
one is over 370 years old!

The Gothic Bridge (Most Gotycki) is located in the south-western part of the Castle Square. 
Forgotten for years, and only recently discovered during archaeological work during the 
rebuilding of the castle in 1977, it was opened to the public in 1983. The cobblestone pavement 
before the entrance still bears the outline of the no longer existing Krakow Gate – an impressive 
construction which used to be the gateway to the Castle Square just 200 years ago. 

Castle Square (Plac Zamkowy), visited by crowds of tourists, is often a venue for different 
events, be it music, theatre, art or even sports. From time to time, drawing on its glorious 
traditions from long ago, it becomes a meeting place for world leaders and royalty. 

The mysteries of Castle Square 

The heart of the Square is occupied by the 
faithful witness to Poland’s history – the 
Royal Castle (Zamek Królewski). The castle 
was used as the residence of the rulers of 
the Republic from the 16th century, and 
it was here that in 1791 the Constitution 
of 3rd May was adopted – the first such 
constitution in Europe and only the second 
in the world! The castle was completely 
destroyed during World War II, but was 
rebuilt through the common effort of the 
city’s residents using whatever remains 
had survived. Today, true treasures are on 
display in the castle’s museum: two original 
works by Rembrandt, as well as numerous 
works by Bernardo Belotto, known as 
Canaletto. The paintings of 18 th-century 
Warsaw by the latter were an invaluable 
help in the post-war rebuilding of Warsaw. 
They were again used recently in aiding the 
reconstruction of the royal garden on the 
escarpment descending to the Vistula. 

Most tours around Warsaw begin from this historical location.

Rembrandt van Rijn, The Girl in a Picture Frame,
photo A. King, B. Tropiło, archive of the Royal Castle 
in Warsaw-Museum
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Time has come to a halt on the Market Square
It is impossible not to fall in love with this place! The Old Town Market Square (Rynek 
Starego Miasta) is the oldest and one of the most charming squares in Warsaw. 

The first Gothic townhouses began to 
appear in the city in the 15th century. 
Around 1580, a well was located in the 
square, from which water was pumped 
and carried by means of wooden ducts. 
Unfortunately, the fire of 1607 destroyed 
most of this infrastructure, putting 
and an end to the wooden and Gothic 
architecture, but, at the same time, 
making room for the renaissance and, 
later, baroque buildings. Though the Old 
Town continued to sprawl, the Old Town 
Market remained the most important city 
square until late 18th century. Today, the 
square is not only a meeting place for 
Varsovians and a tourist attraction for 
thousands of tourists, but also a venue 
of many cultural events. Jazz lovers in 
particular have been coming here for 
over two decades for the Jazz at the Old 
Town festival. 
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Founded at the turn of the 13th century, the Old Town Market Square used to be 
the main square in Warsaw. It was the venue for celebrations and fairs, but also 
for executions. Though it has been here for several centuries, its form has remained 
almost entirely intact.
In the centre, we can see the statue of the Mermaid (pomnik Syrenki), who serves 
as the city’s coat of arms, but who is also its guardian. The fountain is a great place 

to relax on hot summer days. 
Legend says that when resting on the slopes of what is now the Old Town, the 

Mermaid became so enchanted with the landscape that she decided to settle 
there. The local fishermen thought that their fishing nets had been destroyed by 

some predator. And so, they decided to take care of the matter and get rid of the beast, 
but they heard the beautiful voice of the singing Mermaid. They fell head over heels in 

love with the creature. One day, a wealthy merchant caught the Mermaid. The son of 
a fisherman heard her cries and managed to free her, with the help of his friends. In 

gratitude for the deed, the Mermaid promised the city’s residents to protect them 
in times of need. And so, the Warsaw Mermaid, armed with a sword and shield, 

has been standing guard in protection of the city and its people ever since. 

photo E. Miszczyk 

International Open Air Festival Jazz at the Old Town,
photo Jazz Art Foundation
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Right next to the basilica, we will find the 
Church of the Gracious Mother of God 
(sanktuarium Matki Bożej Łaskawej) with 
the miraculous painting of the church’s 
patron and the whole of Warsaw. The 
door to the church is particularly 
interesting as it was created by 
the world renowned sculptor 
Igor Mitoraj, who also built 
similar doors to the church 
of Santa Maria degli 
Angeli in Rome.

St. Martin’s Church 
(Kościół św. Marcina) 
at ul. Piwna 9/11 is also 
a special place. Built 
in the 14th century, it 
is used for ecumenical 
services and meetings of 
Warsaw’s intellectual elite. 
Unfortunately, the splendid 
pre-war furnishings of this 
baroque church have been 
completely destroyed, with 
only a few artefacts recovered 
from the war rubble, such as the 
gothic chalice. 

The charm of the Old Town’s churches 

At ul. Świętojańska 8, we come across St. John’s Archcathedral (Bazylika Archikatedralna pw. 
Męczeństwa św. Jana Chrzciciela). The church has for centuries been the place of royal marriages, 
coronations and funerals. The crypts hold the tombs of many great Poles: Mazovian princes, Warsaw 
archbishops, the last king of Poland – Stanisław August Poniatowski, as well as one of Poland’s 
Presidents, Gabriel Narutowicz, and the Nobel literature prize-winner, Henryk Sienkiewicz. It is also 
the final resting place of Primate Stefan Wyszyński. The basilica is also a venue for many cultural 
events, such as the International Festival of Organ Music and the Great Organ Concerts at the 
Cathedral – performances take place every day from early July to mid-October. 

After a stroll through the crowded streets, it might be a good idea to find some peace and 
quiet in one of the many churches in the area. Some really do hide treasures! 

A small, charming square is situated in 
the back of the cathedral – the Kanonia. 
The name originates from the houses 
encircling the structure, which were built 
and have been inhabited by canonical 
priests ever since the 15th century. 
In the centre of the square we find a huge 
bronze bell from the 17th century, which 
has never been rung in a church. It is said 
that walking around it three times brings 
good luck… Worth trying!
The oldest stone street sign can also 
be found at Kanonia, as well as the 
narrowest building in the Old Town. With 
only one window facing the square, the 
townhouse seems much wider from the 
Vistula side. The effect is the doing of 
the building’s cunning owner, who thus 
wanted to evade paying taxes calculated 
on the basis of the width of the façade. 

photo F. Kwiatkowski

photo W. Z. Panów, pzstudio.pl



Legend says that the cellars of 
the townhouse on the corner 
of Krzywe Koło Street were 
occupied by a creature by the 
name of Basilisk (Bazyliszek), 
who guarded the treasures 
kept there and turned all those 
who dared to enter into stone 
just by looking at them. In 
the end, it was his own gaze 
that killed him – a shrewd 
vagabond tailor made the 
monster look into a mirror  
– paralysed, the creature 
turned into stone and never 
again posed a danger to the 
city’s people. However, when 
you’re in the cellars, you’d 
better watch out – who knows, 
what if Basilisk wakes up? 
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Underground secrets of the Old Town But that is not the end of our tour!
The Old Town of Warsaw is filled with mysterious places off the typical tourist routes. Warsaw is a city of surprises – almost every step takes us to delightful backstreets, historical 

townhouses, monuments or alternative museums that are not necessarily easily visible.  
One of these interesting places is Gnojna Góra – an ideal place for a photo shoot with the Vistula 
river as the model! A spectacular view of the right-bank of the city stretches before our eyes, 
including a view of the National Stadium. Who would have thought that it used to be… a junk 
yard until the second half of the 18th century. 

A good place for a photo shoot 
is by the UNSECO plaque 
in commemoration of the 
“extraordinary example of 
a complete reconstruction of 
a historical architectural complex.” 
Hard as it may be to believe 

today, the Old Town was 
almost entirely destroyed 

in the war! Statues of 
Warsaw’s heroes are 

also worth seeing: 
the shoemaker 
Jan Kiliński, who 

was the leader of the 
people of Warsaw at the 
time of the uprising led by 

Tadeusz Kościuszko (18th 
century), and the very moving 
figure of The Little Insurgent 
(Mały Powstaniec) – a boy 

in an oversized helmet 
commemorating the 
youngest participants  
of the Warsaw Rising.  
Both monuments are on  
ul. Podwale.

9

Zejście do piwnic pod Muzeum Warszawy

Trivia lovers, on the other hand, should 
definitely visit the Pharmacy Museum  
(ul. Piwna 31/33) to see a display of the 
original equipment of a 1930s chemist’s 
laboratory. Another place worth seeing is 
The Adam Mickiewicz Literature Museum 
(Muzeum Literatury) at Rynek Starego 
Miasta 20, which holds manuscripts  
and other memorabilia of Polish writers. 

Those with a romantic inclination will 
definitely enjoy the picturesque Stone 
Steps (Kamienne Schodki). 

Very well preserved 
underground passages 
stretch out under the 
townhouses, the oldest of 
which go back as far as 700 
years! The cellars survived 
World War II and served 
as the foundations for the 
reconstruction of the Old Town. 
The trail leads through the 
buildings at Rynek Starego 
Miasta 2, ul. Jezuicka 4 and  
ul. Boleść 2. Also worth seeing 
is the Monument Interpretation 
Centre (Centrum Interpretacji 
Zabytku) at ul. Brzozowa 11/13, 
where the history of Warsaw’s 
Old Town is presented. 

See: 
www.szlakpiwnic.pl

photo W. Z. Panów, pzstudio.pl



10

The not so new New Town…
An impressive number of churches, the shortest street, cosy cafés – the New Town is full 
of mysteries. You should discover at least some of them! 

One of the most important places in the New Town is the Maria Skłodowska-Curie Museum, 
located in the house where she was born. Due to refurbishing works, it has been temporarily 
moved to a townhouse across the street, at ul. Freta 5. It is the only biographical museum of the 
scientist in the world. The clothes revealing her petite posture, a glasses case or the small elephant 
given to her by the US President Herbert Hoover, are just a few of the objects on display there. 

The New Town is famous for its many historical churches. One of them is the 
Church of the Holy Spirit (Kościół św. Ducha) at ul. Długa 3, which for the 
past 300 years has been the point of departure of the largest pilgrimages 

of Varsovians to the Marian sanctuary in Częstochowa. The story of 
St. Hyacinth’s Church (Kościół św. Jacka) at ul. Freta 10 is dramatic: 

the temple built in the 17th century was used as a field hospital 
for insurgents during the Warsaw Rising and was subsequently 

bombed, killing some 1000 people. St. Casimir’s Church (Kościół 
Św. Kazimierza) in the New Town Market Square also suffered 
the storms of war. The Church of St. Francis (Kościół św. 
Franciszka Serafickiego), on the other hand, built at the turn of 
the 17th century and located at ul. Zakroczymska 1, was slightly 

more lucky: in 1944 it was bombed but not burnt, and many 
elements of its baroque interior were thus saved. 

Of no less interest is the history of 
the Field Cathedral of the Polish 
Army, Church of Our Lady Queen of 
the Polish Crown (Katedra Polowa 
Wojska Polskiego NMP Królowej 
Polski) at ul. Długa 13/15. Built in 
1642 by the order of King Władysław 
IV, the church was burnt down during 
the battle against the Swedes in 
1656. Rebuilt, it later served different 
functions: an Orthodox temple and 
a prayer house for German Catholics 
and their ministers during the war. 
Underneath the cathedral is the 
Museum of the Military Ordinariate 
(Muzeum Ordynariatu Polowego), 
where visitors can learn about the 
history of Poland’s military chaplains, 
from the time of Poland’s adoption of 
Christianity until this day. 

The impressive 16th-century brick walls of the Barbican, designed by Jan Baptist the 
Venetian, definitely catch the eyes of passing tourists. 

One of the oldest prayer houses in the city can be found at ul. 
Przyrynek 2, namely the Church of the Visitation of the Virgin 
Mary (Kościół Nawiedzenia NMP), erected at the beginning of the 
15th century. It is said that it was built in the place of an old pagan 
temple. The viewing terrace next door is worth a trip to see the 
beautiful panorama of the Vistula and the right-bank of Warsaw. 

A maiden with a unicorn is the coat of arms of the New Town. 
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And so the river flows…
It would be hard to imagine the panorama of Warsaw without the Vistula. The river has 
had a huge impact on the development of the city. Today it also has a lot to offer, for 
tourists and locals alike. 
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The canyon of the queen of Polish rivers was regulat-
ed only a few centuries ago. The part of the Vistula 
that flows through Warsaw was much wider and 
stretched to the foot of the escarpment by the Royal 
Castle. Regardless of its shape, however, the river has 
always played an important role in the development 
of the city. 
For several centuries, the Vistula was used mainly for 
shipping valuable goods, such as wood, salt or grain. 
The 16th and 17th centuries were the golden years of 
navigation on the Vistula, with one of the biggest 
river fleets on the continent. And it was Warsaw that 
became the main port on the central part of the river. 

The Vistula has 
remained exceptional. 
Called the last wild 
river in contemporary 
Europe, it enchants 
with its unique 
range of ecosystems 
composed of rare 
species of animals 
and plants. With 
a bit of luck, it is 
possible to spot 
deer, beavers, wild 
boars, cormorants, 
kingfishers, herons and 
many other species of 
mammals and birds. 

Warsaw’s left bank by night. 

Aleksander Gierymski, The Sanders, 1887, photo K. Wilczyński,
National Museum in Warsaw  

photo W. Z. Panów, pzstudio.pl

photo W. Z. Panów, pzstudio.pl
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WILANÓW

1. The Royal Castle 
2. Sigismund’s Column 
3. The Gothic Bridge 
4. St. John’s Archcathedral 
5.  Church of the Gracious 

Mother of God 
6. Kanonia
7. Gnojna Góra
8. The Literature Museum 
9. Stone steps
10. Statue of the Mermaid 
11. UNESCO plaque 
12. St. Martin’s Church 
13. Pharmacy Museum 
14. Statue of Jan Kiliński
15.  Statue of the Little 

Insurgent 
16. The Barbican 

17. Church of the Holy Spirit 
18.  Maria Skłodowska-Curie 

Museum
19. St. Hyacinth’s Church 
20. St. Casimir’s Church
21. Church of the Virgin Mary 
22. Church of St. Francis 
23.  Field Cathedral of the 

Polish Army 
24. St. Anne’s Church 
25. Central Agricultural Library 
26. Res Sacra Miser
27. Wessel Palace 
28. The Presidential Palace 
29. Hotel Bristol
30. Kazimierzowski Palace
31. Czapski/Krasiński Palace
32. Church of the Holy Cross

33. Staszic Palace
34. Fryderyk Chopin Museum
35. The palm tree 
36.  Banking and Financial Centre 
37.  The National Museum  

in Warsaw 
38. Polish Army Museum 
39. Church of St. Alexander 
40. The Sejm and the Senate 
41. Ujazdowski Park 
42. Ujazdowski Castle
43. Botanical Gardens 
44. Łazienki Royal Park 
45. The Belweder
46. Wilanów
47.  Temple of Divine 

Providence 

LEGEND

46
47

25

UNESCO heritage area

2122

23

1617
18 19

20

11

12

13

14

15 6

78
9

10

1

2

3

4
5



16 17

Once treaded by royal processions, 
used by merchants’ carts, hostile 
armies and ordinary people coming 
to the city in search of a better life, 
the Royal Route has for hundreds of 
years been one of the most important 
roads leading to Warsaw. 
The beginning of this historical route 
dates back to late 15th century. Though 
its name has changed several times  
– it once used to be Czerskie 
Przedmieście, then Bernardyńskie 
Przedmieście – it has for centuries been 
one of the most prestigious routes in 
Warsaw, linking the old residencies of 
rulers: the Royal Castle, Łazienki Royal 
Park and Wilanów Palace.

A stroll along this historical route is a true 
feast for the eyes. First is Krakowskie 
Przedmieście, which starts at Castle Square 
and on summer weekends transforms into 
an elegant boulevard. The next street is 
Nowy Świat, with numerous shops and 
restaurants. The route then turns into 
Aleje Ujazdowskie where one can admire 
the many palaces and villas built in the 19th 
century by wealthy residents. Today, many 
of these buildings house foreign embassies. 
The 11-kilometre route then passes by the 
Royal Baths and ends in Wilanów. The most 
charming fragments of the route can be 
admired through the widows of local buses 
– numbers 116 and 180, or the hop on-hop 
off sight-seeing bus.

A stroll through history 

Ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście – view of the Warsaw University gates; 
Hotel Bristol in the background.

Nowy Świat Street
Multimedia benches mark the places related 
to Fryderyk Chopin.

photo W. Z. Panów, pzstudio.pl

photo P. Wierzbowski
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Krakowskie 
Przedmieście street
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Though 200 years have passed since 
Fryderyk Chopin strolled along this 
street, Krakowskie Przedmieście still 
has its old charm.  

The charm of the street is already obvious 
at the starts: you just have to climb up the 
belfry of St. Anne’s Church at Castle Square 
(ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście 68) and look 
out onto the beautiful panorama of Warsaw. 
Begin your stroll along the Royal Route 
at Castle Square. Not far away, you will 
see the Central Agricultural Library 
(Centralna Biblioteka Rolnicza) at Krakowskie 
Przedmieście 66. If it was not for this 
place, we would probably have learned 
about radium much later, as the building 
once housed the research institution of 
the Museum of Industry and Agriculture 
where the future Nobel Prize winner 
Maria Skłodowska-Curie conducted her 
experiments and studied for her entrance 
exams at the Sorbonne. 

The beautiful edifice of Hotel Bristol (ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście 42/44) is also an eye-catcher. Located 
further down the street, it is one of the most luxurious hotels in Warsaw with a history so rich that a whole 
book could be written about it. In the 1930s, the famous Polish painter Wojciech Kossak 
had his studio there. 
Not able to pay his 
bills, he endowed the 
hotel with his paintings. 
The legendary opera 
singer Jan Kiepura also 
sang arias from the 
hotel’s balcony. Many 
famous people and 
celebrities have stayed 
at the Bristol, such as 
Marlene Dietrich, John F. 
Kennedy, Richard Nixon, 
Tina Turner, members 
of Depeche Mode and 
Woody Allen.

One of the more impressive buildings on Krakowskie Przedmieście is the Presidential 
Palace. Built in the 17th century, over the years it has witnessed many important events, 
such as the work of the first government after Poland regained its independence in 1918 
and the Round Table Talks that led to Poland becoming a democratic state. Over the past 
20 years, it has been the seat of successive Polish presidents. 

photo W. Z. Panów, pzstudio.pl

photo W. Z. Panów, pzstudio.pl

photo Hotel Bristol Warsaw
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In Chopin’s footsteps
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Despite the fact that Chopin was born in Żelazowa Wola, it was in Warsaw that he 
spent his childhood and adolescence.   

When strolling down Krakowskie Przedmieście, it is difficult not to bump into one of the many 
places associated with Chopin. One of these is the Res Sacra Miser building (Krakowskie 
Przedmieście 62), where the 13-year old Fryderyk performed a splendid piano concert 
garnering raving reviews in the local press. The history of the edifice is long and colourful: 
it once housed the first ever mint in Warsaw, as well as a glamorous 
palace, a church, and a nunnery. A little bit farther down is 
Wessel Palace (Pałac Wesslów) at Krakowskie Przedmieście 
25 – the old seat of the Saxon Post Office from where Chopin 
took off abroad never to return to his homeland. The young 
Fryderyk lived in the university campus, in the annex to 
Kazimierzowski Palace (Pałac Kazimierzowski), from where 
he later moved to his last place of residence in Warsaw  
– Czapski/Krasiński Palace (Pałac Czapskich/Krasińskich, 
Krakowskie Przedmieście 5), presently home to the 
Academy of Fine Arts. The multimedia benches serve  
as road signs following Chopin’s footsteps. Not only do 
they play music, but a QR-coded mobile tour guide and 
a special application provide more about the composer 
– you can even take a photo with him.

Once upon a time, Lutek the shoemaker heard the story of the Golden 
Duck hiding in the cellars of Ostrogoski Castle. The brave boy managed 
to find the duck, who gave him one hundred ducats and promised to make 
him rich under one condition: he had to spend everything in one day and not 
share it with anybody. Unable to keep his promise, however, the shoemaker 
helped a tramp and the Golden Duck, who turned to be a princess, took all his 
riches away. Thus, Lutek understood that money held no value when it could 
not be shared. Nobody has again seen the Golden Duck, the fountain in front of 
Ostrogoski Palace being the only reminder of its existence. 

The fact that Chopin’s music continues to inspire is 
proven by the numerous festivals and cultural events 
in his honour. Sundays and Saturdays are filled 
with Chopin’s music as part of the concert series 
‘Chopin on Krakowskie Przedmieście’ organised at 
Sigismund’s Column, Hoover Square  or by the statue 
of Bolesław Prus. The free concerts of Chopin’s music 
organised in Łazienki Royal Park are very popular, 
and one if the oldest and most prestigious piano 
competitions in the world, the International Chopin 
Piano Competition, is organised once every five years and arouses great emotions among the public. 
Those interested in the composer’s history and work should definitely visit the Fryderyk Chopin 
Museum in Ostrogski Castle at ul. Okólnik 1. It is one of the most modern biographical museums  
in Europe presenting Chopin’s manuscripts, letters and compositions, as well as the 
priceless Pleyel piano used by the composer in the last two years of his life. 
Everything here is displayed in an interesting and interactive form. 
In front of the palace is the fountain with the Golden Duck, who is the hero 
of another Warsaw legend. 

The Church of the Holy Cross (Kościół Świętego Krzyża) at Krakowskie Przedmieście 3 is an 
important place associated with Chopin. He wanted his body to be returned to Poland, but in 
the end only his heart came back, which, 96 years after the artist’s death, was laid to rest in 
the Church of the Holy Cross. 

photo Verdical / Fotolia
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*At the dividing line between Krakowskie Przedmieście and Nowy Świat, a classicist 
building – Staszic Palace (Pałac Staszica, ul. Nowy Świat 72) – catches the eye. Built in 
the early 19th century, the edifice is now home to the Polish Academy of Sciences and 

the Warsaw Scientific Society. Also notice the statue situated in front of the 
building, representing the scientist who “stopped the Sun and moved the 
Earth” – Nicholas Copernicus. 

A stroll along Nowy Świat is an ideal opportunity to pop into one of the 
many restaurants or cafés, such as the A. Blikle confectionary at number 35, 
which has been there since 1869. Despite the fact that Warsaw is not exactly 
located in the tropics, one of the biggest tourist attractions is a palm tree at 
de Gaulle roundabout. Though it looks very real, the tree is made from artificial 
materials. This artistic installation by Joanna Rajkowska was only supposed 
to stand there for a year, but the people of Warsaw fell in love with it and so 

it’s still there, adding to the landscape of the Royal Route. It should be 

noted that the location of the palm tree is not incidental, as at that point Nowy Świat intersects with Aleje 
Jerozolimskie (Jerusalem Avenue), named after an old Jewish shtetl that used to be on the street. 
Not far away from the palm tree you can see a statue of General de Gaulle and the monumental 
edifice of the Banking and Financial Centre at ul. Nowy Świat 6/12, which in the socialist times was 
the seat of the Polish United Workers Party. Very closely guarded for decades, it has become the source 
of many urban legends, for example that there are secret underground passages leading to the Palace 
of Culture and Science or to a secret railway platform. 
Lovers of art and history will definitely be interested 
in visiting the nearby museums: the Polish Army 
Museum and the National Museum  
(Al. Jerozolimskie 3). The latter is one of the most 
important modern art museums in Europe, with 
a collection of artworks and artefacts from Poland 
and from around the world in the number of 
over 800,000 – from antiquity to contemporary 
times. A must see in the museum is the Gallery 
of Medieval Art and the Faras Gallery, with an 
exhibition of relics of culture and art from Nubia 
from the times of early Christianity – the only such 
exhibition in Europe. 
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From Copernicus to de Gaulle 
Cafes and restaurants by the dozen, galleries, posh shops and crowds of tourists 
– Nowy Świat pulsates with life every season of the year. 
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St Anne, 8th-9th century, tempera, plaster,
photo P. Ligier, Z. Doliński,

National Museum in Warsaw

photo W. Z. Panów, pzstudio.pl

photo Warsaw Tourist Organization
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At the crossroads of epochs: 
Three Crosses Square 

Aleje Ujazdowskie – past and the present

Three Crosses Square (Plac Trzech Krzyży) is an ideal combination of history and modern 
lifestyle. Main routes in city intersected here as early as the 17th century. At present, 
the square is popular among café goers and shoppers. 

Ubiquitous greenery and beautiful villas – Aleje Ujazdowskie is all about chic 
and elegance. Many foreign embassies are located here. 

St. Alexander’s Church situated 
in the centre of the square was built 
at the beginning of the 19th century 
in commemoration of the visit of 
Alexander I, the tsar of Russia and the 
Polish king at the time. Destroyed in 
the war, the church was reconstructed 
to its original form. There are two 
columns topped with crosses in front 
of the temple, as well as a figure of St. 
John of Nepomuk holding a crucifix. 
It is these three crosses that give the 
square its name. 
Today, the square is surrounded by 
fashionable cafés and restaurants, 
boutiques and shops with top brands. 
On nearby Wiejska street, you can 
visit the buildings of the Polish par-
liament – the Sejm and the Senate. 
Destroyed during World War II, they 
were rebuilt in a style reminiscent 
of the Renaissance. 
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Art lovers simply must visit the 17th century Ujazdowki Castle (Zamek 
Ujazdowski, ul. Jazdów 2), built by the king Sigismund III Vasa, and currently 
home to the Centre for Contemporary Art – a cultural institution and a splendid  
art gallery. 
Before visiting the castle, however, it is worth taking a moment for a quiet walk along 
the paths of the 19th century Ujazdowski Park nearby. One of its biggest attractions 
is the historical bronze sculpture of the Gladiator, as well as a modern playground 
which will definitely make younger visitors very happy. The body-conscious can check 
their weight on the historical scale dating back to 1912. Nature lovers, on the other 
hand, should visit Warsaw University’s Botanical Garden (Aleje Ujazdowskie 4) with 
some ten thousand types of plants. 

photo W. Z. Panów, pzstudio.pl

photo W. Hansen

photo S. Jankowsk / Centre for Contemporary Art Ujazdowski Castle
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The statue of Fryderyk Chopin, showing the composer lost in the sounds of a rustling willow, has 
become the symbol of Łazienki Royal Park. Destroyed by the Germans during World War II, it was 
rebuilt with several copies made in addition. Every summer Sunday, at noon and 4.00 p.m., open-air 
piano concerts of Chopin’s music are held by the statue, which gathering massive crowds.  
It is indeed a very special opportunity to be able to listen to classical music lying on the grass in the 
shadow of the park’s trees. 

Next to Łazienki Royal Park is 
the eye-catching building of 
the Belweder (ul. Belwederska 
54) – a 17th century palace with 
a very stormy history. Initially, 
it was a pottery workshop and 
was later turned into a residence 
for different prominent figures, 
such as the tsar’s plenipotentiary 
to Poland, Grand Duke 
Constantine, then Marshall Józef 
Piłsudski and during the times of 
the Nazi occupation the German 
General governor Hans Frank. 
After the war it was also the seat 
of the head of the socialist state 
of Poland, Bolesław Bierut. The 
current owner of the palace is 
the Chancellery of the President 
of the Republic of Poland.
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*

The secrets of Łazienki Royal Park 
Charming paths, a historical palace, the aroma of flowers and the monumental statue of Chopin 
towering over everything – Łazienki Royal Park definitely constitutes one of the most beautiful 
parks in Europe. 

The name of the entire complex comes from a bathhouse 
which was later rebuilt into a palace. Located in 

the centre of the city, the park is composed of 
three gardens: the Royal, Belvedere, and 
Modernist gardens, which in total occupy 
as many as 76 hectares. When planning 

a walk there, it’s advisable to bring some nuts for 
the friendly squirrels living in the park. Varsovians 
also love the beautiful peacocks that proudly strut 
along the park’s paths. In the very heart of the park 
stands the Palace on the Island (Pałac na Wyspie), 
regarded as the jewel in the crown of Polish 
architecture. Gondola cruises, summer concerts 
and performances organised in the palace are great 

tourist attractions. There are also other historical 
buildings hiding in the bushes and among the trees 

of the park, which today are used mainly for cultural 
purposes: The Old Guardhouse (Stara Kordegarda) 

serves as a gallery of the Society of the Friends of Fine Arts 
where temporary exhibitions are held, and the Old Orangery 

(Stara Pomarańczarnia) and the Stanisławowski Theatre are 
venues for music concerts. The Cantonist Barracks (Koszary 
Kantonistów) and Kubicki’s Stables (Stajnia Kubickiego) house 
the Museum of Hunting and Horsemanship. 

Łazienki Park gained its current form and splendour in the 18th century
thanks to the last king of Poland Stanisław August Poniatowski.

photo W. Z. Panów, pzstudio.pl
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Wilanów – welcome to the Polish Versailles 
The Royal Route ends with a true gem of baroque architecture: Wilanów Palace. 

Today, the Museum of King John III’s Palace at Wilanów (Muzeum Pałacu 
Króla Jana III w Wilanowie, ul. Stanisława Kostki Potockiego 10/16) 
houses a rich collection of paintings, sculptures and furniture.  
An Italian double-level baroque garden spreads between the palace 
and Wilanów Lake (Jeziorko Wilanowskie), while to the south is 
a romantic park in the English style. 
No wonder the palace is compared to the French Versailles!

You should also take a look at the Mausoleum of Stanisław and 
Aleksandra Potocki (Mauzoleum Potockich), who had founded the 
first Polish museum of art in the palace, as well as the 18th century 
St. Anne’s Church, with historical decorations, sarcophaguses and 
epitaphs of successive owners of the estate. 

A visit to the palace is a wonderful 
opportunity to see the two very 
different faces of King John III 
Sobieski: as a powerful ruler 
who defended Europe against 
the Ottoman army, but also as 
a devoted husband madly in love 
with his wife Marysieńka. 

Being the favourite residence of 
John III Sobieski, it is here that the 
king and his family could rest. At 
the same time, it was located close 
enough to the Royal Castle so that 
the monarch could stay in touch 
with state issues.

The nearby complex of the Centre of Divine Providence 
(Centrum Opatrzności Bożej, ul. Księdza Prymasa Augusta 
Hlonda 1) is currently under construction. The project includes 
the Temple of Divine Providence, Museum of John Paul II and 
Primate Wyszyński, as well as the Pantheon of Great Poles. 

photo Whitelook / Fotolia

photo Archiwe of the Centre of Divine Providence
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Portrait of King John III Sobieski, photo W. Holnicki,
Museum of King Jan III’s Palace at Wilanów
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